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Character Language in Mandarin Chinese : A Case Study of Final Particle Ma ‘i’
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This paper investigates character language in Mandarin Chinese with a specific focus on the
final particle Ma ‘Wii’, from a functional discourse analysis approach. Character language, i.e., a
speech style but flexibly changeable according to situations by a speaker, is proposed as an
indicator of indexing the features of the speaker (Sadanobu, 2006). It has been argued that
Japanese is abundant in character language, while Chinese relatively lacks such marking
system. To probe into this issue, along with Chang’s (2017) finding, this paper continues to
investigate a third final particle Ma ‘lit" in the hope of clarifying the real language use in
Chinese. The data will be further discussed from aspects of gender and age. The results show
that there is a gender difference. To conclude briefly, this paper examines Chinese final particle
use of Ma ‘lii” which is often overlooked by linguists but is vital in our daily conversation.
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