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A typological study of preferred order on binomials
—A case study of “MALE-FEMALE” order—

OH YOUNGMIN, KJ NABESHIMA

This study investigates the similarities and differences in order preference of binomials, and elaborates on MALE-
FEMALE order from a typological perspective. Two tendencies are observed; 1) Indo-European Languages
(English, French, German, Italian, and Serbian) have certain common constraints of word ordering; 2) although
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean do not belong to the same language family, it seems that they also have similar
linguistic constraints on the word ordering. This could be explained by cultural interactions such as a common
Chinese script. Regarding MALE-FEMALE order, this appears to be relatively less stable over the languages with
73% probability in matching preferred order. This is because the order is firm in the Northeast Asia languages,
while it is less settled in the Indo-European languages. In addition, in Sinhalese and Turkish FEMALE-MALE
order is that of a dominant position.
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Learning from a Conversation Analytic Perspective
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Previous conversation analytic studies have addressed the topic of learning (e.g., Mori, 2004), but because the
majority of them lack a traceable learning object, skepticism regarding the ability of conversation analysis to
demonstrate learning remains. This presentation adopts a conversation analytic perspective and attempts to
demonstrate how conversation analysis can be used as a tool to demonstrate how learning occurs in second
language interaction in a university language lounge at a private university in Japan. This study shows how
language learners demonstrate a problem of understanding, a change of state as shown through their use of change
of state tokens such as "oh" (Heritage, 1984), and that they have learned something as illustrated by their
application or explanation of the traceable learning object in the subsequent interaction. This study argues that
conversation analysis can be used as a tool to demonstrate how and where learning occurs.
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