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Co-constructing Argument in Peer Discussion
—Single Episode Analysis of Conflict Talk—
TV TE Yy K BB

This study explicates how second language (L2) speakers jointly construct
conflict talk sequences. We examine a single episode of dispute occurring
during a group discussion in an EFL (English as a foreign language)
classroom, with a focus on a specific utterance ”I have a question” produced
by one of the four discussants.

The analysis of the target utterance and surrounding turns revealed that: (a)
the target utterance emerged in a context in which the speaker's previous
question opposing the other discussant was not appropriately responded to;
(b) the target utterance performed multiple actions, including but not limited
to a preliminary to opposition; (c¢) the recipient of the target utterance
displayed trouble producing counter-opposition; but (d) the target utterance
nevertheless succeeded in redirecting the point of the discussion. Through the
deployment of this target utterance and surrounding talk, these L2
interactants demonstrated their competence in successfully managing the
conflict talk.
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