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The Sociolinguistic Generalization of Modern Chinese Kinship Terms in Taiwan
ok taRE

Kinship term is always of interest in sociolinguistics and anthropology since it reveals how people
conceptualize the social structure in a particular society. This paper aims to explore how modern Taiwanese
use kinship terms and to explain how the generalization of these terms works in Taiwan. Two types of
generalization of modern Chinese kinship terms in Taiwan are focused: Type I is the case of ‘calling
non-relatives with kinship terms’; Type Il is of ‘calling people who engage in specific occupation with kinship
terms.” The approach taken in this study is Conceptual Blending Theory. The results show that in type I, age
and gender are two main factors that influence a speaker to cognitively blend a kinship term, and extend its
usage to a non—relative people. In type I, age and gender also play important roles but with a special reference
to the profession.
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Character Language in Mandarin Chinese:
A Case Study of Final Particles A ‘I’ and Ya ‘BF’

ok fHE

The purpose of this paper is to investigate character language in Mandarin Chinese with a specific focus on
final particles A ‘B’ and Ya ‘BF’, within the framework of functional discourse analysis approach. Character
language is a speech style that can be changed flexibly by a speaker according to different situations and that
can indicate the feature of the speaker (Sadanobu, 2006). Our results show that there is a gender difference in
character language in terms of final particles A ‘i’ and Ya ‘B¥’, which is seldom recognized in the previous
literature.There is the tendency that males use A ‘M|’ , and females use Ya ‘BF’ . We propose that it may be
related to the speech style of male is usually related to straightforwardness and unsophisticated character
while the image of female is of tenderness, gracefulness, and restrained character (Z£, 2006).
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