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Japanese attitudes towards Japanese English: Language variety and in—group bias
Taro Awano

In current study, Japanese attitudes towards Japanese speakers of English, the effects of language varieties
and spoken contents are investigated. By asking Japanese students to listen to guises spoken in English by
Japanese speakers and evaluate those guises, Japanese attitudes towards speakers are researched. Also, two
different spoken contents are used to investigate the effects of spoken contents and to see the correlation
between language varieties and spoken contents. The results showed that Japanese university students tend
to evaluate native—like English speakers more positively than katakana English speakers for competence.
However, there was no significant difference in evaluations for sociability. In—group bias could be seen in some
of evaluation. When native—like English speakers criticize introducing English in elementary school, they were
evaluated as more convincing. Evaluations for competence was same tendency as shown in previous research,
but sociability was evaluated differently from previous studies.
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The use of connectives in Japanese—English bilingual children’ s elicited narratives
Mishina—Mori Satomi, Nagai Yuki, Yujobo Yuri Jody

The current study examines if Japanese—English bilingual children growing up in the Japanese context tell
stories in each language in language—specific ways in terms of connecting events. 11 nine— to thirteen—year—
old Japanese—English bilinguals who regularly use the two languages in their daily lives told stories based on a
wordless picture book in Japanese and English separately. We analyze if children use connectives denoting
adverse and causality relationship more often in their English narratives compared with their Japanese stories.
The results reveal that English narratives tend to have more expressions of causality and adversity compared
with their Japanese narratives, but only in the older children over twelve years of age. The results suggest that
language—specific patterns of connecting events start to reveal around teenage, and that children are able to
acquire differential styles of describing events in both the socially dominant and non—dominant language.
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