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What |s Left, What |s Passed on: Transformation and Sustainment
of Indigenous Culture through Communicative Multiple Literacies

REWER—

This study reports on a small-scale field investigation through participatory observation (Spradley, 1980) at alocal
festival where truth and reconciliation in diversity of multiple ethnicities are the inhabiting theme, in VVancouver,
Canada. | employed a“partialy ethnographic” (Marshall, 2014) approach, seeing myself as an ethnographer, who
isthe “ultimate instrument of fieldwork” (Heath and Street, 2008, p57). Through the fieldwork, two associated
themes have emerged in the use of participants multiple literacies (Kalantzis & Cope, 2013): valuing (1) available
materials at the very moment situated in (2) story-based communication. These themes were examined through
analytical lensesinformed by “place literacy” (Somerville, 2007) and “designs of meaning” (New London Group,
1996; Stein, 2004). The findings suggest that culture is sustained and transformed through meaning making
processes (Stein, 2004) depending on the environmental availability at the very moment of communication through
multimodal literacies, each of which is uniquely valued by individuals.
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The Organization of Turn-Taking in a University Language Lounge
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Previous research in conversation analysis has focused on turn-taking in a variety of institutional settings such as
news interviews, emergency calls, hospitals, and classrooms. This study analyzes university language lounge
interaction from a conversation analytic perspective and investigates how turn-taking is organized, what
interactional devices are used by speakers to select a next speaker, and how participants orient to their identities
throughout the interaction. An analysis of the data revealed that turn-taking in the language lounge was similar to
that of atraditional classroom setting in that the students mainly spoke only when selected by the teacher and
teacher talk time far surpassed that of the students. The findings also revealed the significance of how participants
oriented to their roles as teacher and students and how this affected the organization of turn-taking throughout the

interaction.
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